
Attorneys 

 
 Nadine Aarsheim, JD 
 Nadine Aarsheim, Attorney at Law, 88 Diane Lane, Larkspur, CA 94939 
 Phone: 415.891.8202 Fax: 415.329.2769 
 Website:  www.aarsheimlaw.com 

 Description of Business:  My practice is focused on providing convenient and affordable estate  
 planning services to families with young children.  

 Personal Background:  B.A. Cal Berkeley 1988; J.D. Hastings 1994. My practice is located in 

 Larkspur,  where I live with my husband and sons, ages 9 and 5. 

 

 Susan Marchant Angel, MBA, JD 
 Law Offices of Susan Marchant Angel, 810 E Street, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.453.5000 Fax: 415.457.0278 

 Website: www.AngelAttorney.com 

 Email:  Susan@AngelAttorney.com 

 Description of Business:  Estate Planning, Probate, all kinds of Real Estate Law, including  
 Evictions and Landlord/Tenant Law.  Visit website for more information:  AngelAttorney.com 
 Personal Background:  Third generation born and raised in Marin County.  B.A. from  

 U.C. Davis magna cum laude, MBA from U.C. Berkeley with honors, J.D. from UCLA. 

 Four children. 

 

 Deborah L. Breiner, JD 
 Mitchell, Hedin, Breiner, Ehlenbach & Burglin, 1000 4th Street, Ste. 570, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.453.0534 Fax: 415.453.0441 

 Email:  DLB@DeborahBreiner.com 
 Description of Business:  Estate planning, probate, trust administration. 
 Personal Background:  I grew up in San Rafael, went to San Rafael High School, U.C. Santa  
 Barbara, and Harvard Law School. I worked in San Francisco for three years, and started my  
 private practice in San Rafael in 1997. Married to John Grund. 

 

 Judith Brown, JD 
 Judith Austin Brown, Attorney at Law, 68 Mitchell Blvd., Ste. 200, San Rafael, CA 94903 
 Phone: 415.507.1400 Fax: 415.507.1408 

 Email:  Judith@jabrownlaw.com 
 Description of Business:  Following a brief career in education, I began practicing law in 1986. My areas of 

 practice are: estate planning, probate and trust administration. 
 Personal Background:  When not practicing law, I enjoy spending time in Northern California with my 

 husband, Peter. My interests include hiking, gardening, yoga, fly fishing and writing. 

 

 Eda J. Cole, JD 
 Law Office of Eda J. Cole, One Harbor Dr., Ste. 106, Sausalito, CA 94965 
 Phone: 415.332.9140 Fax: 415.331.3211 



 Email: ecole2@msn.com 
 Description of Business:  Focus of practice: estate planning, trust administration and probate,  
 conservatorships, and French estate, taxation issues and real estate transactions. 

 

 Thea Beatie Eliot, JD 
 TheaLaw, P.C., 700 Larkspur Landing Cir., Ste. 249, Larkspur, CA 94939 
 Phone: 415.451.0123 Fax: 415.451.7644 

 Website: www.thealaw.com Email:  info@thealaw.com 

 Description of Business: Thea Beatie Eliot, JD, LL.M (Taxation) has practiced in estate planning and 

 administration since 1995. She works with a broad range of clients including families with young children, 

 wealthy families and seniors concerned with the high cost of nursing home care. 

 Personal Background:  Thea is the only daughter of seven children, a Petaluma native, and lives with her 

 husband and two children in San Rafael. 

 

 Richard Franceschini, JD 
 Ragghianti Freitas, LLP, 874 Fourth St., Ste. D, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.453.9433 Fax: 415.453.8269 
 Website: www.rflawllp.com 

 Email:  Rfran@RFLawLLP.com 
 Description of Business:  Practice areas:  Taxation; Estate Planning; Trust Administration; Probate; 
 Trust and Estate Litigation; Business Law. 

 Personal Background: Education:  Hastings College of the Law, University of California (J.D., 1988); 

 B.A. in Business Administration, cum laude (1984). 

 

 Christie L. Fraser, JD 
 Christie L. Fraser, A Law Corporation, 50 Osgood Pl., Ste. 110, San Francisco, CA 94133-4644 
 Phone: 415.394.8880 Fax: 415.394.5665 
 Website: www.cfraserlawcorp.com 

 Email: christie@cfraserlawcorp.com 
 Description of Business:  Estate planning, probate, trust administration, and related tax  
 compliance; asset protection;  business succession planning. 

 Personal Background:  A.B. Stanford University, 1971.   J.D. Hastings College of the Law 1974. 

 LL.M Golden Gate University 1980.  Member of the California State Bar since 1974.  Founded Christie  
 L. Fraser, A Law Corporation in 1980. 

 

 Wayne H. Gilbert, JD 
 Thompson, Welch, Soroko & Gilbert, LLP, 201 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera, CA 94925 
 Phone: 415.927.5200 Fax: 415.927.5210 
 Website: www.twsglaw.com 

 Email:  wgilbert@twsglaw.com 
 Description of Business:  Thompson, Welch, Soroko & Gilbert LLP is a law firm specializing in  
 estate planning, trusts, and probate; corporate, partnership, and securities transactions; business  
 law; taxation; real estate finance, development and leasing; and agricultural law.   
 Personal Background:  B.A. UCSB 1974, J.D. and M.A. (Econ) UCLA 1978, LL.M. (Tax) NYU 1986. 



Visiting Professor McGeorge 1984-1985.  Adjunct Professor USF 1986-1987.  Adjunct Professor 

Hastings 1988.  Frequent lecturer on estate planning topics for various continuing legal education 

programs. Partner in Thompson, Welch, Soroko & Gilbert LLP, providing both transactional and 

litigation services in these areas of law. 

 

 Robert L. Harrison, JD 
 Keegin Harrison Schoppert Smith & Karner, 1000 Fourth St., Ste. 600, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.456.4000 Fax: 415.456.1921 
 Website:  www.keeginharrison.com 

 Email:  rharrison@keeginharrison.com 

 

 James R. Hastings, JD 
 Law Offices of J.R. Hastings, 1003 Third St., San Rafael, CA 94901- 3107 
 Phone: 415.459.6635 Fax: 415.459.6756 
 Website:  jrhastingslaw.com 

 Email:  jrhastings@pacbell.net 

 

 Theodore A. Hellman, JD 
 Hanson Bridgett, LLP, 80 E. Sir Francis Drake Blvd, Suite 3E, Larkspur, CA 94939 
 Phone: 415.995.5019 Fax: 415.995.3439 
 Website:  www.hansonbridgett.com 

 Email:  thellman@hansonbridgett.com 
 Description of Business:  Head of Hanson Bridgett's Estate Planning and Administration Section. 
 Personal Background:  Short Hills, New Jersey 

 

 Jay Jackson, JD 
 Jay Jackson, P.C., 8 Mariele Drive, Fairfax, CA 94930-1010 
 Phone: 415.458.8787 Fax: 415.458.8780 

 Email:  bupkes@saber.net 

 Personal Background:  B.A., U.C. Berkeley; J. D., Hastings College of the Law; M.S., Golden Gate University; 

 Certified Specialist in Taxation, California State Bar Board of Legal Specialization; Member of the American  

 and California Bar Associations Sections on Taxation. Board of Overseers, School of Nursing, UCSF. 

 

 George H. John, JD 
 175 N. Redwood Drive, Ste. 140, San Rafael, CA 94903 
 Phone: 415.479.5511 Fax: 415.479.3056 
 Website:  www.geojohn-law.com 

 Email:  geo@geojohn-law.com 
 Description of Business:  Primarily estate planning and administration, with some business and  
 real estate transactional work.  I am a State Bar Certified Specialist in Probate, Estate Planning and  
 Trust law.  I also do business as Tamalpa Exchange Group, a Qualified Intermediary for tax- 
 deferred exchanges. See info on my website about my practice.  

 Personal Background:  I am married, with two daughters.  Wife Carolyn is San Rafael librarian.   
 Catherine graduated from Pomona College cum laude (romance languages) and Natalie  



 graduated from the New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music in Manhattan.  My main  
 hobby is sports. Check my Mt. Whitney hiking site at www.picturetrail.com/georgejohn. 

 

 Lynda Kahane, JD 
 Thompson, Welch, Soroko & Gilbert, LLP, 201 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera, CA 94925 
 Phone: 415.927.5200 Fax: 415.927.5210 
 Website:  www.twsglaw.com 

 Email:  lkahane@twsglaw.com 
 Description of Business:  Ms. Kahane practices in estate planning, trust, and probate law. 

 

 Beth L. Kramer, JD 
 Freeland Cooper & Foreman, LLP, 150 Spear St., Ste. 1800, San Francisco, CA 94105 
 Phone: 415.541-0200 Fax: 415.495-4332 

 Website:  www.freelandlaw.com 

 Email:  kramer@freelandlaw.com 
 Description of Business:  My practice focuses on sophisticated estate planning, probate and trust 

 administration, including charitable and individual gifting, preparation of premarital agreements and 

 formation of family entities.  

 Personal Background:  B.S. Economics, B.A. Mathematics, SUNY Binghamton, 1982; JD cum laude,  Boston 

 University School of Law, 1985. Admitted to practice MA, NY, DC and CA. Certified Specialist in Estate 

 Planning, Trust and Probate Law as certified by the Calif. Board of Legal Specialization. California Lawyer 

 Superlawyer 2005 through 2011. 

 

 Scott Lafranchi, JD 
 Lafranchi Law Office, P.O. Box 1101, Fairfax, CA 94978 
 Phone: 415.531.8015 Fax: 415.625.9919 

 Website:  www.lafranchilaw.com 

 Email:  lafranchilaw@gmail.com 

 

 Michelle C. Lerman, JD 
 Lerman Law Partners, LLP, 802 "B" Street, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.454.0455 Fax: 415.454.0540 
 Website:  www.lermanlaw.com 

 Email:  michelle@lermanlaw.com 
 Description of Business:  Certified specialist in estate planning, trust and probate law. Very  
 personable. Customized estate plans. The Real Estate Investor's Lawyer.  Voted #1 Favorite  
 Attorney, IJ Readers' Poll. 
 Personal Background:  JD, USC;  BA, UCLA - magna cum laude.  Married 28 years, 4 kids; loves  

 sports, yoga and being outdoors. 

 

 Eliot M. Lippman, JD 
 Law Offices of Eliot M. Lippman, 1000 Fourth St., Ste. 580, San Rafael, CA 94901-3118 
 Phone: 415.457.8898 Fax: 415.457.8878 

 Email:  emlippman@msn.com  



 Description of Business:  The heart of my estate planning, trust, and estates practice is setting up protections for 

 individuals with dementia or other cognitive deficits, including the initiation and administration of 

 conservatorship estates and obtaining protective and restraining orders, if necessary. 

 

 Richard D. Nelson, JD 
 Bancroft & McAlister, LLP, 80 East Sir Francis Drake Blvd., Ste. 2G, Larkspur, CA 94939 
 Phone: 415.464.8855 Fax: 415.464.8899 

 Website: www.bamlaw.com 

 Email:  rdnelson@bamlawcom 

 

 Sheila S. Nevins, JD 
 Law Office of Sheila Nevins, 770 Tamalpais Drive, Ste. 306, Corte Madera, CA 94925 
 Phone: 415.924.2006 Fax: 415.924.7358 

 Email:  ssnevins@comcast.net 

 

 Woodford Rowland, JD 
 Law Offices of Woodford G. Rowland, 1120 Nye St., Ste. 300, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.459.3100 Fax: 415.459.3128 
 Email:  woody@rowlandatty.com  

 

 William E. Saul, JD 
 Saul Law Firm, 1120 Nye St., Ste. 300, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.453.2000 Fax: 415.459.3128 
 Email:  wesaul@saullawfirm.com 
 Description of Business:  I help business owners make their children wealthy. 
 Personal Background:  Tax attorney for 30+ years. 

 

 Mary L. Symons, JD 
 Law Offices of Mary L. Symons, 1000 Fourth St., #875, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.256.5408 Fax: 415.459-3668 
 Website:  www.msymonslaw.com 

 Email:  msymons@pacbell.com, or mary@msymonslaw.com 
 Description of Business:  My practice involves estate planning, probate & trust law. 
 Personal Background:  I am a fifth-generation San Franciscan who moved to Marin  
 when I was six years old.  I have a JD from Hastings College of the Law & an LL.M (taxation)  
 from New York University. 

 

 Cynthia de Nevers Trutner, JD 
 Bancroft & McAlister, 80 E. Sir Francis Drake Blvd., Ste. G, Larkspur, CA 94939 
 Phone: 415.464.8855, ext. 402  Fax: 415.464.8899 
 Website:  www.bamlaw.com 

 Email:  ctrutner@bamlaw.com 
 Description of Business:  Trusts & Estate Attorney - 20 years 



 Personal Background:  UC Berkeley, 1982; Hastings, 1989. Grew up in Marin County, live in 

 Corte Madera. Married, two kids 17 & 19 years old. 

 

 Robert J. Turrini, JD 
 Freitas, McCarthy, MacMahon & Keating, 1108 Fifth Ave., Third Fl., San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.456.7500 Fax: 415.456.0266 

 Email:  rturrini@freitaslaw.com 
 Description of Business:  Partner of Freitas, McCarthy, MacMahon & Keating.  Areas of  
 emphasis: Estate Planning, Trust and Estate Administration, Income and Estate Taxation. 

 

 Julia P. Wald, JD 
 The Law Offices of Julia P. Wald, 1108 Fifth Ave., Ste. 202, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 Phone: 415.482.7555 Fax: 415.482.7575 
 Website: www.waldlawyers.com 

 Email:  jpwald@waldlawyers.com 
 Description of Business:  This firm (3 attorneys, 2 paralegals) has a lively practice in estate  
 planning, trust administration and probate, and conservatorships.  We have a particular interest in  
 preventing elder abuse and handle difficult conservatorships.  
 Personal Background:  I grew up in New York City, lived in Eastern Washington State as a young adult  
 with small children, then came to San Francisco in 1977.  I've been practicing law in  
 California since 1977, many years in S.F., then for 14 years in Marin.  B.A., Wellesley;  
 M.A., Philosophy, UC Berkeley (ABD); J.D., University of Idaho, 1977. 

 

 James Walker  IV, JD 
 DeMartini & Walker, LLP, 175 N. Redwood Drive, Ste. 250, San Rafael, CA 94903 
 Phone: 415.472.7880 Fax: 415.472.7950 
 Website: www.demartiniwalkerlaw.com 

 Email:  jlw4dw@sbcglobal.net 
 Description of Business:  Attorney with emphasis on estate planning, real estate and business  
 formation and structure. California State Bar Certified Specialist: Estate planning, trust and  

 probate law. 
 Personal Background:  Practicing attorney in Marin County since 1976. 

 

 Paula M. Weaver, JD 
 Law Office of Paula M. Weaver, 3030 Bridgeway Blvd., Ste. 130, Sausalito, CA 94965 
 Phone: 415.332.3561 Fax: 415.332.3567 

 Email:  pweaverlaw@sbcglobal.net 
 Description of Business:  Estate planning, preparation of wills, trusts, durable powers of attorney,  
 trust administration, probate and related real estate transactions.  
 Personal Background:  Raised in Marin County, attended local schools, live in Mill Valley with  
 husband attorney Kevin McGrath, mother of two college students. 

 



 Daryl J. Weinroth, JD 
 Law Offices of Daryl Weinroth, 750 Grant Ave., Ste. 250, Novato, CA 94945 
 Phone: 415.892.8600 Fax: 415.892.0337 

 Email:  daryl@dweinroth.com 
 Description of Business:  Practice devoted to estate planning and administration; business  
 formation, advising small and medium size businesses; purchase and sales of businesses with  
 emphasis on dental practices.  
 Personal Background:  B.S. 1977, University of California at Berkeley; J.D. 1980 UCSF, Hastings 

 College of the Law. 

 

 Debra Whitehouse, JD 
 Law Offices of Debra Whitehouse, P.O. Box 557, San Anselmo, CA 94960 
 Phone: 415.785.1150 Fax: 415.869.2806 

 Email:  marinlawyer@comcast.net 
 Description of Business:  Attorney: Conservatorships, Estate Planning, Probate & Trust Administration

 Personal Background: Graduated Duke University, B.A., Psychology; attended Golden Gate University School 

 of Law; have been practicing for 20+ years; volunteer for Legal Aid of Marin. 


